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Synopsis
Gritch the witch flies to Old MacDonald’s farm for some pigs to make piggie pie.
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Customer Reviews

PreSchool-Grade 3?A very contemporary-sounding Gritch the Witch sets out for Old MacDonald’s
Farm to get herself a meal of plump piggies. Alerted, however, by her skywritten "Surrender
Piggies!," the swine hastily don sheep, cow, and other barnyard disguises and fool her with their
good acting (moos, quacks, etc.) and poker-faced denials of any pigs in residence. The still-hungry
Gritch is persuaded to give up by a Big Bad Wolf (he’s been unsuccessfully chasing three pigs for
days), and the two go off for lunch, each picturing the other made into a sandwich. Children may not
catch all the humorous references, like the yellow-pages ad for Yazgur’s farm (site of the real
Woodstock), but will quickly catch on to refrains in the text echoing "Old MacDonald." The exuberant
illustrations are colorful and action-filled. Greedy (but not too bright) witch and wolf both get what
they deserve in this thoroughly enjoyable romp that turns a popular nursery song on end.?Meg
Stackpole, Rye Free Reading Room, NYCopyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text

refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.



Ages 57-8. This is definitely not your run-of-the-mill Halloween picture book, even though Gritch the
Witch certainly looks her part (though a bit more trendy), with a pointy hat, a gap-toothed grin,
vicious green fingernails, and two beauteous moles on her face. She acts her part, too, swaggering,
greedy, and just plain impatient, as she brooms off to Old MacDonald’s Farm in search of eight
plump porkers for her favorite pie. But Palatini deftly turns the tables on Gritch, whose own sense of
importance (and the skywritten warning "Surrender Piggies!" ) gives her victims time to implement a
plan to save their bacon. When hungry Gritch arrives at the farm, she can'’t find a single pig. Instead,
she finds a wolf, whom she slyly invites home: "l always enjoy having a wolf for lunch." The wry,
peppery dialogue is simply great ("Look, Shorty, I've been quack-quacked here, moo-mooed there,
and clucked-clucked everywhere all over this farm" ), and Palatini’s allusions to popular children’s
stories from The Wizard of Oz to the "Three Little Pigs" will delight kids. So will Fine’s bold,
expressive artwork, which gives wicked Gritch a comic audacity that makes her trouncing all the
better. A sardonically humorous, rip-roaring yarn that can be enjoyed all year round. Stephanie

Zvirin --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

One of my favorite books to read to my kids and now my new grand-babies! It's funny, it's clean and
has enough commonly recognizable content that the kids love it. It's written with a tone of voice and
my kids loved it when | used different tone inflections with the book. We had our last one until the

pages fell out so | had to replace it. | am really looking forward to reading our grand-babies this book

and count it among the "must haves" in our library.

Love. Every. Single. Time. This book is so much fun to read and be read to.

My granddaughter requested this book to use as a "memory book" at her high school graduation
party because she had such fond memories of me reading it to all the grandkids. | was really
disappointed that the back cover was not the same as the original book! It really diminished the
appeal of the book!

My class had such fun with this story.

My favorite.

GREAT



I've always loved this book and wanted to give it to another grandchild, but couldn’t find in the store

Fun story! Great lesson on text to text connection.
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